
SCALAWAG 
Seeking pitches for our state politics reporting initiative 

This year Scalawag is embarking on a big expansion of our state politics 

coverage, and we need your contributions! 

We’re focusing on politics at the state level because we think states are critical 

battlegrounds for policy and governance, and southern states are often a 

proving ground for political trends that eventually affect the entire country 

(see: election 2016). Our political coverage will focus on identifying trends 

across multiple states, investigating policy and governance stories that 

currently aren’t being told, and providing historical and political context for 

legislative and political developments.  

 

This coverage will also, of course, maintain Scalawag’s strong focus on stories 

about real people, local communities, and marginalized identities and 

locations. 

 

We are seeking pitches from the following states and beyond: Florida, South 

Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, Arkansas 

and Texas. Our understanding of “the South” is fairly expansive, but we do 

already have regular contributors for this initiative in Georgia, North Carolina, 

Alabama and Louisiana—so if we don’t take your pitch from one of those 

states, it’s nothing personal! 

 

We are looking for a mix of print features, typically 2,500-4,000 words, and 

online features, typically 1,000-2,500 words. Pitches in the online category may 

also address more time-sensitive issues, and we are particularly eager to hear 

ideas with a one to three week lead time, from reporters able to turn around 

work quickly.  

 

Please check out the pitch template below, and email pitches for the state 

politics initiative directly to lewis.scalawag@gmail.com 

 



SCALAWAG 
Template for a strong feature pitch to Scalawag’s state politics 
initiative: 

Who is doing what and why? 

Tell us in a sentence or two who your characters are, and what their motives 

are. If you don’t have a person doing a thing, you probably need to do more 

research; “this problem exists” isn’t quite ready to turn into a pitch. And, this 

question helps you think about motive…an important driver in any story. 

 

Where is it happening, and how does it relate to state politics?  

Think expansively, and give this three or four sentences. For example, if it’s 

happening in rural Georgia, that’s great—but we want to know how it connects 

to legislation, policy, governance, or the lack thereof at the state level (ex: the 

Georgia government isn’t addressing rural homelessness, even though this 

group wants it to). And beyond that, we want to know how it connects to 

trends in other states. Is Georgia exceptional in some way, or is this happening 

in a bunch of places? Is there a corporate or political connection to a similar 

issue in another state? Is Georgia a bellwether for the South or the country? 

Any of these frames could work, the point is to figure out which frame fits 

before you pitch. 

 

For readers who feel like they’ve heard about this before, what’s different this 

time around? 

In a sentence, what is the element of surprise, timeliness, or newness in your 

story?  

 

How does this story begin and/or end? 

In a couple sentences, give us an idea of the sorts of scenes the story might 

include 

 

What do you need in order to complete this piece? 

Who do you need to talk to, how much time do you need, and how many 

words should it be? Would you like to involve audio, a photographer or a 

videographer? What kind of research will it require? Do you need to travel to 

complete the story?  


